COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

February 19, 2021

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2021,
BEGINNING AT 9:01 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maui County Council regular Council meeting of
February 19, please come to order.

Just for your information, we're going to be greeting each other in Norwegian today.

God morgen.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JAMES G.M. KRUEGER: Proceeding with roll call.

PRESENT:

ROLL CALL

COUNCILMEMBERS GABRIEL JOHNSON, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, there are nine Members present. A quorum is present to
conduct the business of the Council.

For the record, | am Deputy County Clerk James Krueger. Also present from the Office
of the County Clerk is County Clerk Kathy Kaohu and the Legislative Division staff
Joyce Murashige, Lauren Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.

Joining the meeting from the Department of the Corporation Counsel is Corporation
Counsel Moana Lutey.
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If the Council encounters connectivity issues that impacts quorum today, the body will
recess for approximately 15 minutes. [f the connectivity issues are not resolved, this
meeting will be moved to a different date.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Opening remarks this morning will be presented by Pro Tem
Member Tasha Kama.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Tasha Kama.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, you're muted.

CHAIR LEE: Very beautiful, Pro Tem Kama. Now everyone, please join me in reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.
Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on the
ceremonial resolution. There is currently no one signed up to testify on the ceremonial
resolution.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Shall we close testimony on the ceremonial resolution?
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CHAIR LEE: Oh, yes, okay, all right. Any objections to closing testimony on the ceremonial
resolution?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.
CHAIR LEE: No objections, so ordered.

Mr. Clerk.

EREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION
NO.__ 21-20

CONGRATULATING THE POHAKUOKALA
GULCH COMMUNITY FOREST RESTORATION
PROJECT ON REACHING SIGNIFICANT

MILESTONES IN 2020, DESPITE THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC

CHAIR LEE: Council Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair.
I MOVE TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED RESOLUTION
ENTITLED "CONGRATULATING THE POHAKUOKALA GULCH
COMMUNITY FOREST RESTORATION PROJECT ON
REACHING SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES IN 2020, DESPITE
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC".

CHAIR LEE: Second?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA:
SECOND.

CHAIR LEE: Moved by Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez, seconded by Councilmember
Yuki Lei Sugimura to adopt the ceremonial resolution before you.

Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. May | request that the Clerk read the
resolution in its entirety, if there are no objections?

CHAIR LEE: Any objections?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: So ordered. Mr. Clerk, please read the resolution.
(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR LEE: Any further discussion?

All those in favor of the motion to adopt this resolution, please raise your hand and say
llaye“?

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS JOHNSON, KAMA, KING,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR LEE.

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Nine "ayes", zero "noes", motion carries.
Thank you very much. And we do have two people on the call, | believe, who we would
like to highlight today. Pardon me? Did somebody say something? We have
Mr. Danny Boren, and President of Skyline Conservation Initiative, and also Joseph
Imhoff, Program Manager of the Initiative. Gentlemen, would you like to say a few
words? Congratulations.

MR. DANNY BOREN: Sure, thank you so much, Council and Chair Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: --sharing their screen? | don't know who it is, but it's on the
TV.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Alright, go ahead.

MR. BOREN: Can everyone hear me?
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COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Sorry about that.

MR. BOREN: So my name is Danny Boren, I'm the President of Skyline Hawaii and Skyline
Conservation Initiative. And first off, | just want to thank you guys for the recognition,
and Chair Lee, thank you so much for introducing this. It's really been an honor to
work with, with Joe, who is also on the call here and | know will speak after me, on this
conservation project over the last, well we have been working on it for about 19 years,
Joe's been with us for about 16 of those years, 17 actually.

And the work we've been doing up at Pohakuokala Gulch over that time has, has been
to eliminate invasive plants largely eucalyptus and black wattle, but also gorse and a
number of other invasive plants, and to introduce a, a totally native habitat. The project
started in 2002 when we started our zipline tour.

When we first started, our, our tours were really slow and so the first thing we decided
to do was to get our, our staff hands on with conservation work. And so we put up a
fence to keep cattle out and started planting koa trees back in 2002. Since that time
it's grown and the ranch has stepped in to help us with extensive fencing.

About, then about four years ago, Joe really stepped up our work, and started to, to
reach out to sponsors, like the County of Maui, Office of Economic Development, the
Hawaiian Tourism Authority, and private donors to, to help leverage the resources that
Skyline Hawaii had been providing the previous 15 years to, to take this from a
conservation program over several acres to something that could expand over the
entire gulch area. And in that time, the transformation has been amazing.

| would definitely invite everyone on this call, both on the Council, and the public, to
please come up and join us for a, for a tour, for just a walk through with Joe, for a
planting day. Obviously, we have small planting days now a days, but hopefully we'll
be able to do a little bit larger community planting outings as COVID subsides.

But we've, we've really made a goal of ours to educate the public, to get dirt under
people's fingers, and especially with local school groups. And so Joe can speak more
to that, but our goal is to get people invested in the natural environment and to restore
the Pdhakuokala Gulch area specifically as a very accessible site for conservation on
Maui. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Mr. Imhoff.
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MR. JOSEPH IMHOFF: Hi. Thank you guys so much. My name is Joe Imhoff, I'm the
Program Manager for Skyline Conservation Initiative. And this is a really great honor
to be recognized in this way, during this meeting. Conservation is essential, and you
know, Maui's lost a lot of native habitat over the last couple hundred years. And there's
not very many opportunities for people to experience native koa, ohia, sandalwood
forests, and that's kind of what we're trying to do at Pohakuokalad Gulch. It's a very
special place and, you know, in the last 19 years we've been restoring this beautiful
native canopy to the land. And it's in a really accessible area for people to be able to
come and visit and to volunteer and to help us, you know, restore and basically give
CPR to a thriving ecosystem that used to be there, and then it disappeared, and now
we're trying to bring it back.

2020 was a very challenging year in many ways, and you know, thanks to the support
of the County of Maui, and the Hawaii Tourism Authority, and Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Soil and Water Conservation District, United States Department
of Agriculture, all of these resources have come together, and it's really been incredible
to be able to maintain this level of conservation work that we have been doing. And
you know, thanks to the help of the KUPU Program, we're able to help get people off
of unemployment and provide jobs through the ‘Aina Corps Program.

So thanks to Justin, and Dexter, and Nate, and Alayna. Those guys did amazing work
for a couple months. Tommy Cleghorn of TC Excavation with his machine skills and
Cody Clark of ClimbingHl, all these guys did amazing work. We cut down huge trees
and, and we were able to restore, you know, a watershed within our gulch. And, we're
hoping to continue to be able to provide jobs in 2021. We're developing a partnership
with the workforce development right now, and conservation's essential, the work is
essential, and it's an amazing collaboration with ecotourism, and conservation, and
everything that's coming together at Pohakuokala Guich.

So thank you guys so much, and just like Danny said, | want to invite everybody to
come up and just take a walk through our forest. It's really incredible to reconnect with
the true ecological identity of Upcountry, Maui in a really special way. So, thank you,
guys. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any comments or questions from the Members?
Ms. King, and Ms. Tasha Kama.

Ms. King.
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you for all your work. | really appreciate everybody who
is doing conservation efforts during this time and just wondering two things: 1) do you
have a video that we could, that you could link us to, that we could see, you know,
your, the area that you're talking about, in case some of us can't get down there; and
then 2) | also wondered in you could just maybe expound on your comment that you
cut down huge trees, because | think that might give people some pause and I'm sure
there's a good reason for it.

MR. IMHOFF: Sure. 1) yes, we have a video that we'll link to so you guys can see exactly
what's going on; 2) thank you for bringing up about the trees, because a lot of people
ask us oh you're conservation, why are you cutting down trees? The trees that we
have to cut down are eucalyptus and there's a problem with some of the largest trees
in Upcountry, Maui, the eucalyptus have kind of reached the end of their lifecycle. And
they're dying out. It happened a couple of years ago on Piiholo Road--

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Right.

MR. IMHOFF: --and a lot of money had to be spent to remove them because it's a liability
and a hazard. Well the same species of eucalyptus is dying off completely 100 percent
throughout the entire island. So, they are invasive species, they suck a lot of
groundwater out of the watersheds. And, and they also kind of poison the topsoil. So
we have to remove those just for the safety of the area, and we're restoring it with
100 percent native species.

And we're, we're really trying to come up with a solution, a long-term solution, because
these trees are really big. We're kind of . . . all be removed and then the native forest
... the same area.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, great. Thank you for that explanation. And you're right,
because we did have to expend a lot of money on the County's side to remove
eucalyptus trees that were a danger to people driving on the roads. So thanks for
explaining that. And thank you for your work.

MR. IMHOFF: You're welcome. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Before we go to Pro Tem Kama, | too was wondering about, when you cut down
the trees, where do you take them? Where do you put them?

MR. IMHOFF: So the eucalyptus tree we're actually able to utilize 100 percent of the
resources onsite. We bring up really big wood chipping devices and we turn as much
as we can into mulch, and then the really big logs that can't fit through a mulcher, we
actually lay them into the landscape as terrace and erosion control. Because after you
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disturb the soil and cut all the trees down, you have a lot of like powdery soil. Well we
actually place them strategically to slow the water as it comes downhill, and, and it
actually provides ecological benefits for the future, for moisture retention in the land.
It's really a great way to rehabilitate the soil and 100 percent of the material gets to
stay on-site.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.
Pro Tem Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you, Chair. So, you know, oops, sorry. I'm not familiar
with the area. So can you describe the vicinity of the area, and what the topography
is like?

MR. IMHOFF: Yeah, it's, it's right off of Crater Road, at about 4,000 feet elevation. So it's
right off the road for people that are driving up to Haleakala Crater. It's a montane
mesic environment, lots of rolling hills, and beautiful pasture lands. And it's in this big,
huge line of trees that was planted about 200 years ago. And that's where the heart
of our restoration work is happening.

MR. BOREN: And | would just throw in there that, that, sorry, | would just throw in that that
elevation really historically is really where some of the prime koa and ohia forest would
have, would have existed hundreds of years ago. And so that's obviously what we're
trying to bring back. But we should be at that elevation finding 100 foot tall koa trees
if the ecosystem wasn't, wasn't damaged, but obviously, that's not what we have
nowadays.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.

MR. IMHOFF: And thanks to the County of Maui's support for the last three fiscal years, we've
been partnering with the Office of Economic Development. And right now as we speak,
we're building a perimeter fence surrounding 46 acres of our site, that's going to keep
pigs and deer from, from coming into our area. And once our area is ungulate free in
2021, we're going to be a site for outplanting some extremely rare and endangered
plant species with the plant extinction prevention program. So thank you to the County
of Maui's support, we're able to create a sanctuary for literally some of the most rare
and endangered plants on earth. So thank you guys.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions?

Yes, Member Sugimura.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. It's so nice to see you here and |, and |
have to, | have to say that last Council we saw Danny before us helping to testify
regarding the zipline bill that we finally got through. And I'm glad to see you here
testifying to show the good things that zipline companies do for the community. So
appreciate your help. I'm, I'm totally impressed, all that you're doing.

MR. BOREN: Thank you. Yeah, | mean, I'm very genuine in the fact that | would love to have
everybody on this call up to the site because it's, it's incredible what 20 years of
conservation will do. But, it, that's really what motivates me as a businessperson, |
know most people, like many people wouldn't believe it from a businessperson, but
Joe knows working with me for a long time that, that | get a lot more excited about
restoring the area up there than | do about, you know, taking like more customers
through. So it's something that, that we're really proud of and it's just fun to get up
there and get into a native ecosystem. And it's growing quite a bit more in the native
capacity because of the, the assistance we've had from the County of Maui. So | really
appreciate all your guys support.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: You know, | also want to give a shout-out to Haleakala
Ranch. | think they are an awesome organization, too, so kind of fits your, the path
that you are taking them on. So thank you very much.

MR. BOREN: Yeah, absolutely. We, we've gotten so much support from them and the team
there at the Ranch has, oddly enough a number of the folks that are in management
at the Ranch now, | knew through conservation, and Joe did too, prior to them coming
on with the Ranch. Because some of them were fieldworkers in Pu‘u Kukui, like for
years we go camp out there and now they're vice presidents of the Ranch, kind of a
thing. So they really understand the value of conservation, so to talk to people that are
on that same page is, is pretty nice.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you for your good work.

CHAIR LEE: Any other comments? If not, congratulations gentlemen, again. Thank you for
your great work in conservation and helping our native habitat. Thank you again.

So did we, | think we already voted on this, so we'll be sending you copies of the
resolution. Thank you.

MR. BOREN: Thank you.
MR. IMHOFF: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, for the record, that is RESOLUTION 21-20 .

Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. Members of
the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting by phone or
videoconference, through the information posted on today's agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by videoconference should keep both their
video and microphones muted and should unmute them when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. Individuals may testify for three
minutes per item. When testifying please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

After your testimony has concluded please disconnect from BlueJeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected.
The remainder of the meeting can be viewed on Akaku Channel 53 or on
mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected from the meeting at
any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first person we have signed up to testify is Heather Kimball, to be followed
by Doug Sheehan.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk, how many people do we have signed up to testify so far?
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, currently we're at 27.
CHAIR LEE: Twenty-seven, okay.

Ms. Kimball, good morning.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN TESTIMONY

COUNCILMEMBER HEATHER KIMBALL (testifying on County Communication No. 21-107):

Hi, good morning. Welcome, hello from Hawaii island. My name is Heather Kimball, |
serve as a County Councilmember for Hawaii County, but | am testifying today as an
individual in strong support of Resolution 21-107 [sic] on digital equity.
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The digital divide in our community has been significant for some time. In particular,
members of the community making 75,000 or less are more than twice as likely not to
have an internet correction. In addition, Native Hawaiians are twice as likely than the
general population also not to have a digital connection.

We have seen our economy shift more towards digital interactions. However, with the
pandemic, all of this was exacerbated, and folks needed a digital connection in order
to participate in education, in remote work, access their doctor, and even participate in
civil engagement as we are doing right now. This trend is going to persist, even after
we recover from this pandemic. And it's critical, it's going to be critical to have digital
access in order to participate fully in our democratic society. And it's going to be
important to allow our keiki to stay here and participate in the global economy, as well
as allowing our kamaaina to return home.

It is not just a geographical issue in terms of access, but it's also a social and economic
justice issue. The reason it's so important to do right now is for us to align with efforts
at both the State and the Federal level to push out funds to promote digital equity and
access.

And | know that there's some concern about intro, intro, this resolution promoting 5G.
And one of the things that I'll say about that, there is really two issues. The first is, is
that the Broadband Strategic Plan does not promote any particular technology as the
mainstream for providing digital access. There are many ways to provide broadband
service here in Hawaii County; the strong focus has been on a fiber backbone, because
it's a much more reliable, reliable service. There are places that, it's likely we will not
be able to get fiber to, but in that case we might use a 4G network, just because our
population and probably your population as well is not going to have the demand for a
5G service.

The other thing to understand about 5G is it really just means fifth generation, and
when we're concerned about wireless technology, it's really the bandwidth, it's the
frequency, it's the, it's the submillimeter frequencies that we are concerned about. And
that is already heavily regulated by the Federal government, as well as the States. But
we as municipalities also have the ability to say we're not going to allow certain
frequencies out there in our community if we're concerned about the safety.

So it's, it is, it is important to understand that broadband does not automatically mean
5G. There's many different approaches to, to providing broadband service. Thank you
so much for your time, again. I'm so pleased to see Maui County supporting this effort.
| think it's really critical for all the neighbor islands to come together behind this issue
and promote digital equity in our communities. Mahalo nui for your time and have a
wonderful afternoon.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Do you have some time for some questions?
COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: Sure, of course.
CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you.

Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. And good morning,
Councilmember Kimball. Thank you for taking the time out to share your thoughts on
this. What is the position of Hawaii County on this, has your Council also, for example,
taken up a resolution in support of this?

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: Yes. So again, I'm testifying today on behalf of myself. But
the County Council in Hawaii County did pass a very similar resolution to yours with
unanimous support, and that was last Wednesday.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIR LEE: Any other questions?
Yes, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Aloha, Councilmember Kimball.
Mabhalo for joining us this morning and sharing your expertise on this. So just to clarify,
so you said that the, it's the frequency, and it's the multi, I'm going to say it wrong
millimeter frequency that can be regulated by municipalities. And so what, what would
that language look like?

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: So there are some draft documents out there that I'm happy
to share, to, to look at how to, to specify within your community what particular
technologies you would use. And I'm happy to share that with you. The, the
electromagnetic spectrum, you know, there's a lot of UV, we know, too much UV is
bad, you don't want to microwave things that shouldn't be microwaved. So there is,
there is certainly reason to be concerned about what frequency is being used and it's
the submillimeter frequency that is, is often the health concern for folks.

It's important to understand that 5G can be delivered at the same frequency as 4G,
right, the stuff that we have out there already. The 4G/5G that's all just, it's generation,
it's a numbering system for the generation. What we need to be concerned about is,
is that frequency that's being used.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Councilmember Kimball and have a
wonderful day.

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: You, too.
CHAIR LEE: Any more questions?
Yes, Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Ms. Kimball. | just was
wondering did Hawaii County also pass a, a resolution on 5G as well last term?

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: We did. In the previous term there was a resolution restricting
development of, of new 5G on County properties before there was more information
about health impacts. And | believe that you guys have something similar as well.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Not yet, | don't think not yet.
COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: Okay.
CHAIR LEE: Any more questions? If not, thank you, oh, yes, Member King?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. Aloha Heather. Good to see you. Thank you
for joining our meeting. So this, | think this issue, if we're going to look at it countywide,
is this something that you can bring to HSAC for, you know, discussion and maybe a
deeper dive?

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: Yeah, absolutely. I'm happy to do that.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, because | think it does, if we're all going to try to fall in line,
this would be the really efficient way of doing it to try to look at it through the eyes of
the Association of Counties.

And the other thing | wanted to bring up is that in, in my first term on the Council, I'm
in my third term now, but, you know the issue of a tower that was being put in Lahaina
came up. And the Council was told that we didn't have any authority over that, we
couldn't bring up, we couldn't bring up objections to the, to the project based on health
or well-being. It could only be based on aesthetics. And so, you know, that's one of
my concerns is that it doesn't seem like we do have necessarily the authority to regulate
these things at the County-level.
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COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: | should, | should clarify, it has to do with, on County
properties. Yes, so--

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh, that's, okay--

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: So that's how our resolution was, was oriented around
County properties. Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Oh, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: The, the Federal, the feds, the FCC really regulates for
example, the bandwidth, the frequencies that can be used based on the best available
science. | did want to point out that, and this relates to your HSAC question, is that
one of the reasons for the Counties and the State to be aligned on this, is the significant
amount of Federal funds that's available to put in, for example, fiber backbone, which
is what we're really focused on.

There's $11.8 billion in the Rural Digital Opportunities Fund, which you know, if we're
all unified behind the effort to provide digital equity, that gives us some more likelihood
to be able to access. And we can't access it as municipalities, it's the, because we
don't run internet like a utility here. It has to be the providers that apply for it. But if
we're all saying we want to expand broadband capability, that gives our providers a
little more ability to, to apply for those funds to, to build out that infrastructure for our
communities.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, yeah, | think that would be a great discussion to have.
Thank you, thank you for being here.

COUNCILMEMBER KIMBALL: Of course.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions? If not, thank you very much, Councilmember Kimball.
Great to see you.

COUNCILMEBER KIMBALL: Thank you. You too, have a great day everyone.
CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Next person we have signed up to testify is Doug Sheehan, to
be followed by Zhan Lindo.
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MR. DOUG SHEEHAN (testifying on Committee Report No. 21-7):

Good morning. Can everyone hear me?
CHAIR LEE: Yes, we can, Doug.

MR. SHEEHAN: Okay, I'm confused because I'm coming up as Dell. Goed morning,
Councilmembers and Council Chair. My name is Douglas Sheehan, I'm here to offer
testimony in favor of the appointment of Doreen Pua Canto to the Charter Commission.
I've lived in Kula since 1986, | am retired as of 2016, loving it. | was born and raised
on Oahu and moved to Maui in 1980 with my wife and three children. My children all
live here, also grown, working, own their own homes, and, and have their own children.

| have had the pleasure of knowing Pua for approximately four to five years. She's
presently the President of the Kula Community Association, and | am its Vice
President. I've enjoyed immensely working with her and have observed the organize,
how organized she is and how well she gets along with everyone at KCA and the Kula
community. We are also together on the Board of Alexander & Baldwin Sugar
Museum, where | am presently it's Board President. | can say without a doubt that Pua
will make an excellent addition to the Charter Commission. She will be fair, honest,
trustworthy, and will absolutely do what is best for the people of Maui.

Mabhalo for letting me testify this morning, and mahalo, Counciimembers for constantly
working tirelessly, and keeping Maui No Ka Oi. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions for Mr. Sheehan? If not, thank you, Doug.
MR. SHEEHAN: Okay, thank you all.
CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, |, | believe Councilmember Sugimura may have had a
question.

CHAIR LEE: Oh I'm sorry, | didn't see your hand. Do you have a question?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: 1 just wanted, | just wanted to thank Doug for making the
time to testify this morning. And, and his support also in the Kula community has been
huge. Thank you for testifying to support Pua.
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MR. SHEEHAN: Thank you, Yuki Lei.
CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you.
Mr. Clerk.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, the next individual we have signed up to testify is Zhan

Lindo, to be followed by Doreen Canto.

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO (testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-106 and 21-107):

Good morning. Aloha, Council Chair Lee and Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez and our
esteemed Councilmembers. My name is Zhantell Lindo and | am a native of Molokai
and | would like to testify in support of two items today.

The first one is CC 21-106, and | would like to, you know, COVID has stripped us of
many things, so | support any effort to get us back to living and enjoying this beautiful
world. CC 21-106 is necessary and critical to helping our communities and our children
thrive, and promote physical fitness, community resilience and encourage continued
physical, mental, emotional, and social health.

The second item is CC 21-107, supporting digital equity. It's plain to see that the
benefits of this resolution in regards to fostering economic development. The
resolution affords small rural communities like ours to benefit from being on a, from
having a worldwide audience. And coming from Molokai, that also means a potential
opportunities for increase in businesses, and income, without the need for additional
infrastructure, population, and visitors that would tax our already limited natural
resources, and island's carrying-capacity.

But today, | testify as a community advocate and as a grandmother of eight school-
aged children, and the important and necessary educational and emergency benefits
this resolution will make way for on our island. If you have never experienced life on
Molokai, then it's difficult to understand the frustration we face and the urgency in which
we seek help for better services and support to support our online education for our
keiki.

Since COVID, we all have been forced to participate in online programs to ensure our
children are getting the education they need. And in areas on Molokai, from Kawela
to Halawa, Maunaloa, and Kaluakoi, limited or no internet connectivity and limited
telecommunication reliability are causing less than adequate educational support.






